Brooklands

Motor sport enthusiast Hugh Locke-King was dismayed at the performance of British cars in Continental racing during the early years of the 20th century. He believed their development was being hindered by the blanket 20mph limit and total ban on races in mainland Britain.

A high-speed track for testing and racing was needed, Locke-King decided, so he set about having one built on his expansive family estate at Brooklands, near Weybridge in Surrey. Completed and opened in the summer of 1907, the wide concrete track was based on a 2.75-mile oval with banking, so that vehicles could maintain speed while cornering: 100mph was envisaged.

The first official Brooklands race for motorcycles was staged on Easter Monday 1908 and won easily by Will Cook on his lightweight 950cc NLG at an average speed of 63mph, considered a phenomenal speed at the time. In the following year the formation of the Brooklands Motor Cycle Racing Club ensured that there would be regular events for two-wheelers. The venue was ideal for setting world records, one of the earliest being 24 hours covered at 32.32mph by Harry Collier, son of Matchless marque founder Henry Collier.

After World War One the track attracted a coterie of dedicated riders and tuners, some with factory backing, who raced and set records. They included Claude Temple, first to lap the outer circuit at more than 100mph, riding a 1000cc British Anzani-powered OEC temple and Bert Le Vack who broke the 100mph barrier on a 500cc machine in 1925. Rider-tuner Bill Lacey was the first rider to maintain 100mph for one hour, on his 500cc Grindlay Peerless JAP single in 1927. Other prominent Brooklands names were riders Dan O’Donovan, George Dance, Rex Judd, Tommy de la Hay and Vic Horseman.

By 1924, repeated complaints about noise from local residents had resulted in the imposition of compulsory silencing, and motorcycles used on the track had to wear what became known as ‘Brooklands Cans’ on their exhausts.  

In the 1930s, supercharged Brough V-twins were the kings of Brooklands. Despite the fact that the track had become notoriously bumpy, Brough records ace Eric Fernihough was timed at 143.39mph in 1935 and Noel Pope lapped at 124.51mph in 1939 on his blown V-twin. The two records were destined to stand forever, as Brooklands did not re-open after World War Two, when much of the site was used for aircraft production by Vickers, later the British Aircraft Corporation and British Aeropace.

After aircraft manufacture ended in the Eighties, the Brooklands Trust was formed to preserve remaining vestiges of the track and a museum was opened in 1991, containing motorcycles, cars and aircraft with Brooklands heritage.
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