INTERNATIONAL SIX DAYS TRIAL

Long distance trials are almost as old as the motorcycle itself. When the Auto Cycle Club was set up as an offshoot of the Automobile Club of GB and Ireland in 1903, one of its first actions was to organise a 1000-mile competitive trial. By the time the ACC was reorganised as the Auto Cycle Union (ACU) in 1908, the event had become known as the Six Days Reliability Trial and in 1913 it included an international element.

However, it was in the Twenties that the ISDT tradition really started, with the event staged by a different host nation each year. An exception was 1929, when the trial was held in the Alps and took in several countries. 

The basis of competition was to maintain set average speeds over a variety of terrain on a production motorcycle while keeping it in good order and without recourse to major repairs, spare parts or outside assistance.

National teams competed for the major trophies on machines closely related to catalogued models, while individual riders were awarded medals for outstanding performances. British teams won the major award six times in a row, but in the Thirties Germany came to the fore to win twice. 

The 1939 ISDT was held in Salzburg in the last days before World War two was declared. British competitors had to make a mad dash for the cross-Channel ferry home and no official results were approved. 

Resuming in 1949, the trial was won by the host nation Czechoslovakia who took both the Trophy and Vase team awards. In 1948 British teams won both awards in San Remo, Italy and the UK hosted the trial in Wales for the next two years. It returned again in 1961 and in 1965 it was held on the Isle of Man for the first time.

Competition grew ever tougher, especially as Eastern Bloc countries entered well-drilled military teams, often riding light and nimble small-capacity machines.

The first ISDT held outside Europe was the 1973 event in Massachusetts, USA. Despite problems afflicting the British industry, Triumph prepared machines for UK and US riders. The British team was only narrowly beaten by Czechoslovakia and all its members bar one collected Gold Medals.

The last ISDT was held in 1980. Its successor is the International Six Days Enduro, contested by more specialised machinery and now including a women’s trophy. The 2007 event in Chile won by Italy was the first to include an earthquake among its hazards!  

