Montlhèry

The Autodrome de Montlhèry was built in 1924 at a location 15 miles south of central Paris. It centred on a 1.6-mile oval track with steep bankings, elevated above ground level on concrete supports and a fast road circuit extension was added for staging major car and motorcycle races.

With a smoother surface than England’s Brooklands venue, the Montlhèry oval was often favoured by British record breakers. During the inter-war period they included the Velocette factory and several individual riders including Bert Denly, Bill Lacey and Wal Handley.

In the postwar years, successful record sprees were staged at the French track by works teams from AJS, Norton Velocette and Vincent. Ray Amm circulated on a Norton for 100 miles at 133.59mph in 1953 and a 1961 Velocette record for averaging 100.05mph for 24 hours with a 500cc machine has never been bettered. 

The fate of the historic Montlhèry complex has been uncertain since 2000. 

Another French venue not far from Montlhèry was once used for short distance straight-line records. A stretch of the main Paris-Orleans road near the town of Arpajon was closed off for attempts and five absolute world speed records for motorcycles were set there, the last being Joe Wright’s 137.23mph run on a 1000cc OEC-Temple in 1930.

